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The Joy of Fishes

Chuang Tzu and Hui Tzu
Were crossing Hao river
By the dam.

Chuang said.:
“See how free
The fishes leap and dart:
That is their happiness,”

Hui replied:

“Since you are not a fish
How do you know

What makes fishes happy?”

Chuang said.:

“Since you are not I

How can you possibly know
That I do not know

What makes fishes happy?”

Hui argued:

“If 1, not being you,

Cannot know what you know
It follows that you

Not being a fish

Cannot know what they know.”

Chuang said:

“Wait a minute!

Let us get back

To the original question.

What you asked me was

‘How do you know

What makes fishes happy?’
From the terms of your question
You evidently know I know
What makes fishes happy.

“I know the joy of fishes

In the river

Through my own joy, as I go walking
Along the same river.”

(Translated by Thomas Merton)
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biéu gi 1a dang nén lam™?

Lam sao hiéu vé sé thich ctia timg ca nhan? Diéu gi mang lai hanh phtc hay phtc lgi cho méi
nguoi? Tré em c6 nén di hoc néu chiing khong thich di hoc? Ai ¢6 thé danh gia gitp ching ta

thé nao 1a t6t hay khong t6t cho ban than mdi nguoi va cho toan xa hoi?

Néu ching ta khong that sy biét diéu gi dem lai hanh phtc, diéu gi that sy 1a t6¢ cho mdi nguoi,
liéu ching ta c6 thé biét nhu thé nao la t6t hon? DG6i véi mot cong dong hay toan xa hoi, diéu gi
da, dang, c6 thé, va nén duoc coi la sy cai thién t6t hon? Va lam sao ¢ thé do luong dwgc hanh
phtic hay phtc loi ctia mdi nguoi, hay cua xa hoi? K& ca khi phic loi téng 1én, d6 c6 phai la muc
tiéu cudi cting, 1a diéu ding nén lam? Nhitng nguyén tic dao ditc nao chi phdi hanh dong ctia

chang ta?

Luan diém cén ban ung hd t6 chitc kinh t€ theo thi treong dwoc dét trén hai gia dinh chinh vé
phtic loi va tu do, va niém tin manh mé rang: Khong ai biét 16 s thich ctia mdt nguoi bang
chinh ban than ho, va cach duy nhat dé ting phtic 1¢i c4 nhan 1a d& cho mdi nguoi tw chon cho
minh diéu gi 1a t6t nhat. Thi trvong vi vay la cach t6 chire xa hoi hiéu qua nhat, boi vi th nhét,
thi treong sé gitp thic day phtic loi ctia mdi nguodi va ctia toan xa hdi bang cach tao ra nhiing
dong luc d€ nguoi ta lam viéc, tao ra vat chat cua cai va nhiing dich vu ma nguoi khac mong
muon. Thit hai, thi truong ton trong twe do ca nhan, cho phép moi nguoi tu do lwa chon diéu gi
chinh ban thin ho cho 1a tot nhat, ma khong dat cau hai gia tri nao la t6t hay khong tot, mong
wdc nao la cao quy hay thap hen.

Nhung muc tiéu hudng t6i phtc 1oi va ton trong quyén tw do lwa chon ctia moi ca nhan dit ra
nhitng van dé khac vé cong ly. Néu loi ich ctia nguoi nay dong nghia voi thiét thoi cho nguwoi
khac, néu sy phan b6 loi ich la khong dong déu, néu nguroi huong loi la khong hoan toan xtng
dang, néu su lya chon la khéng hoan toan tw do, néu nhiing dong thuan la khong hoan toan ty
nguyén, thi lam diéu gi la dting? Nhiing gi tri dao dittc nao can duoc can nhic khi chon hanh

ddng tot nhat cho moi ca nhan va cho toan xa hoi?

Tranh luén vé cdng ly — diéu gi la dung nén lam - 1a nhitng tranh luén vé cach tirng ca nhan déi
xt voi nhau, ludt phap nao la can thiét, xa hoi nén duoc té chirc nhu thé nao. Suy cho cung, dé
la nhitng tranh luan vé mot cudc sdng tot — a good life, va dau la cach sdong xing dang nhat.
Tranh luan vé cong ly thuong xoay xung quanh ba y twdng: tdi da hda loi ich hay phuc loi, ton
trong quyeén tu do ca nhan, va ton vinh phdm hanh dao dirc. Mdi van dé nay dan dat ching ta

dén nhitng khia canh va cach thic khac nhau dé€ nghi vé cong ly.
T6i da hoa tong phuc lgi

Thuyét vi loi, utilitarianism, duoc dat trén co sd vé sy thoa man do thoa dung (utility) cua mdi

nguoi. Theo Jeremy Bentham, nha triét hoc nguoi Anh thé ky 18, cha dé ctia nguyén téc vi loi,

1 Chon loc tit Michael J. Sandel (2009), “Justice: What is the right thing to do?” Penguin Books. Ban dich
tiéng Viét cua HO Déc Phuong, “Phai trai dung sai,” Nha xuat ban Tré, 2011.
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ching ta nén lam bat ct diéu gi can thi€t d€ tao ra nhiéu hanh phtc nhat, va it dau kho nhat, va
d6 ciing 1a muc tiéu cong 1y ctia xa hdi. Vi vay, ddi véi Bentham, nguyén tac dao diic cao nhat
la t6i da hoa tong phuc loi xa hoi, hay “loi ich 16n nhat cho s6 dong nhat” (“the greatest good
for the greatest number”).

Tuy nhién c6 nhiéu khi, cach tot nhdt dé tranh ton hai dén da sd nguoi la budc phai lam ton hai
dén mot vai nguoi. Ching ta ¢6 chap nhan danh déi phtc loi cua vai nguoi, mot nhom thiéu so,
dé€ da s6 con lai duoc hanh phuc? Trong vi du vé chiéc xe trolley mat phanh, gitra hai lwa chon,
d€ xe lan banh va can chét ndm nguoi, hay bé tay lai d€ xe do6i hudng va chi cd thé gay chét mot
nguoi, lam viéc gi la dang? Pa s6 nguoi dugc hoi sé chon cach ctru ndm nguoi va d€ mot nguoi
phai chét. Nhung khi phai ddy mot nguoi to béo vao duong xe chay, mac du cing d€ citu ndm
nguoi kia, da s6 chung ta cam thdy hanh dong nay c6 diéu gi d6 khong on vé mat dao duec.
Nhitng nguoi theo thuyét vi loi sé 1y giai rang, di ¢ treong hop nao, du 1a c6 diéu gi khong dn
vé mat dao dirc, citu dugc ndm nguwoi thi ludn t6t hon la chi ctu dwge moét. Vi vay viée dung
phai lam ludn hwéng dén két qua la tdng loi ich xa hoi la cuc dai. Nguyén tic dao dirc dat o két
qua, chit khong phai ban chét cua hanh dong.

Twong tu nhu vay, hdy xét nhiing vi du vé sy huy diét hang loat vi ly do chinh nghia. Tai mot
quoc gia dang chién tranh véi mot qudc gia khac, chinh pht ddt mét nha may chuyén san xuét
bom d€ phuc vu cho chién tranh tai mét khu dan cu thuwa nguoi. Néu khong lam gi, nha may
nay sé€ san xuat nhitng qua bom va huy hoai sinh mang ctua hang van nguoi ¢ qudc gia dang
chién tranh. Nguoc lai, néu nha may nay bi danh bom, sinh mang cua vai tram cu dan xung
quanh cung nhitng nguwoi lam viéc & day sé khong con, nhung nha may san xudt bom sé bi tiéu
huy. Chang ta nén lam gi? Thuyét vi 1oi sé ting ho viéc danh bom, boi vi theo ho, s hy sinh cta
mot s6 it nguoi la xiing dang vé mat dao diec khi diéu nay mang lai phtic loi cudi cung 16n nhat

cho ca xa hoi.

Ca hai vi du nay dat ra hai loai phan déi chu yéu d6i véi thuyét vi 1oi. Th nhat, wu tién cho s6
dong va phuc loi tong thé co thé bé qua quyén loi ca nhan, hay cia mdt nhém thiéu s6. Nguoi
ding mot minh trong vi du vé xe trolley, hay nhitng dan cu s6ng quanh nha may ché tao bom
cling c6 quyén dugc sdng nhu bat ctt nguoi nao khac. Co thé nao cho nguoi khac quyén tw
quyét dinh vé mang sdng cua ho, du la diéu d6 phuc vu phuc loi xa hoi néi chung hay khong?

Thtt hai, hanh phtic hay dau kho, cac gia tri va sé thich, tat ca ¢ thé do duoc béng tién khong?
Liéu c6 thé tim dugc moét thude do chung cho cac gid tri khac nhau, nhat la nhing gia tri lién
quan dén mang sdng con nguoi? Mot trong nhiing tng dung cta thuyét vi loi la cdc phan tich
loi ich — chi phi. Nhiing phan tich nay tim cach lwong hoéa phtc loi va ton that ctia cd nhan va
xa hoi lén mot thang do, thwong 1a tién. Trong cac vi du vé phan tich 1oi ich — chi phi cho chinh
sach cdm hut thudc 14, hay stt dung dién thoai di dong khi lai xe, c6 nhiing gia dinh vé gia tri
ctia mdt mang sdng con ngudi. Nhitng gia dinh nay it khi dan dén sy dong thuan cudi cling vé
gia tri bao nhiéu la dt cho mot mang nguoi, lam sao tinh toan duoc nhitng ton that vé tinh than

va tinh cam khi mat di m§t nguoi than, va ddt nghi van 16n 1én cac quyét dinh vé chinh sach.
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Thém nita, nhitng phan d6i thuyét vi loi cho rang cé su khac nhau giita nhitng théa man cao
quy va thoa man thap hen. Néu mot nguoi nghién hit ma tay va c6 duge sy hanh phuc tot do
khi phé thudc, diéu d6 khong thé danh gia nhu nhitng su thoa man khac. Doc mét tac pham
ctia Shakespeare hay ngam mot biec hoa ctia Picasso phai dwoc coi 1a cao quy hon so véi viée
nam dai trén sofa xem phim hoat hinh. Vi vay, sé v6 1y néu chi tinh phtc loi tdng gdp va quy
dong tat ca cac so thich la nhu nhau.

John Stuart Mill, mot thé hé ké can sau Bentham, da “nhan van héa” tinh vo tinh nay cua thuyét
vi loi. Mill cho rang thuyét vi loi khong bé qua quyén loi ca nhan, va chinh nguyén tic “tong
phtc 10i 16n nhét cho s6 dong nhat” la twong duong voi viéc bao vé quyén ca nhan, boi vi vé
lau dai, d6 1a cach t&t nhat d€ 1am gia ting tong lwong hanh phuc ciia mdi nguoi. Hon nita,
Mill cho rang hoan toan cé thé phan biét gitra sy “théa man cao quy” va “thoa man thap hen.”
Céch dé€ kiém dinh so thich nao la cao quy hay thdp hen 1a khi mot ngwoi c6 ca hai trai nghiém,
bat ké trach nhiém va nghia vu dao diic nao, lwa chon cta ho ludn hudng dén so thich cao quy
hon. Du la ching ta c6 thé thich ndm sofa xem phim hoat hinh hon 1a doc Shakespeare, nhung
diéu d6 khong c6 nghia la chiing ta khong nhdn ra duoc sy khac biét. Mill tin rang con nguoi
véi cac gidc quan va nang lyc cua minh hoan toan ¢ thé nhan biét dugc diéu gi lam chung ta
nguoi hon, nhan van hon, cao quy hon. Trong mot doan vén noi tiéng cua cudn “Thuyét vi loi”
(1861), Mill viét:

“Tha la mot con nguwoi khong dugc thoa man con hon lam mét con lgn thdéa man. Tha
lam Socrates khong dwoc théa man con hon lam mot thing ngdc thoa man. Va néu
thdng ngdc hay con lon c6 y kién khac, thi d6 1a boi vi chting chi méi nhin thdy mdi mot

goc cta van de.”
Toén trong quyén tw do c4 nhan

Néu nhitng nguoi theo thuyét vi 1oi cho rang diéu dung dan can phai lam 1a tao ra leong phic
loi tdng hop 16n nhat c6 thé, thi nhitng nguoi theo thuyét tw do ca nhan phan ddi nguyén tac
nay. Theo ho, chiing ta khong bao gio duoc phép xam pham quyén ca nhan ctia mdi nguoi.
Chinh phti 1a m&i nguy hai 16n nhat d6i véi quyén ca nhan ctia mdi ngudi, boi vi chang han,
nguoi ta co thé 1ai xe va deo day an toan hay khong, d6i mii bao hiém hay khong, la quyén tu
do c4 nhan. Viéc mua ban mai dam ciing 1a quyén ty do ctia mdi ngudi, vi viée tham gia giao
dich mua ban nay la lua chon ¢6 ly tri cia mot s6 nguoi. Theo ho, nha nudc khong cd quyén chi
day cho nguoi ta cach song.

Theo quan diém ty do nay, nha nuwdc khong dwoc phép danh thué nguoi giau vi muc tiéu tai
phan phdi. Theo ho, thué 1a mot loai “an cap” — 14y di mot phan tién cong ctia tdi d€ dua cho
ngudi khac chang khac nao ép budc ti phai lam khong cong cho ho, nhu vay gan nhu 1a sy boc
16t nd 1&. Robert Nozick, mdt nha triét hoc nguoi My thé ky 20, 1ap luan rang khi nha nuée 1dy 1
do-la tir Bill Gates hay Michael Jordan, va dwa cho nguoi ngheo, nha nuwdc da ép budc Bill Gates
va Michael Jordan lam khéng cong cho ngudi nghéo dé. Viéc nay chang khéac nao lao dong

cudng btrc.
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John Locke, nha triét gia nguoi Anh thé ky 17, duoc coi 1a cha dé ctuia treong phai tw do ¢6 dién,
dac biét 1a tw twong nha nudc dua trén sy dong thuan (“government with the consent of the
governed”). D&i véi John Locke, mbi ngudi cé mot vai quyen cd nhan khong thé' chuyén nhiong
(inalienable), bao gdm quyén duoc sdng, quyén ty do, va quyén so hitu, va dé 1a nhiing quyén
loi “tw nhién” ctia con nguoi, nhiing quyén da ton tai tir ca truede khi c6 nha nwéde. Theo Locke,
cac quyén ty nhién nay cua con nguoi la do tw nhién chi phoi, va khong thé bi xam pham. Ban
chat tw nhién ctia mdi nguoi 1a ty do va binh dang, va quyén so hiru bao gom ca so hiru stic lao

dong ca nhan. Vi vay nha nudc chi ¢d thé hoat dong dua trén sy dong thuan cua moi nguoi.

Locke nhan manh vao cai goi la trang thai ty nhién (the state of nature). Trang thai tw nhién la
trang thai ti do, khong c6 thit bac nao. Nhung khai niém tir do ctia Locke khong c6 nghia la con
nguoi duoc lam bat cit diéu gi minh mudn, ma c6 su khac biét gitta trang thai tu do ty nhién va
trang thai tu do phoéng ting. Su tw do theo quy luét chi phdi cuia tie nhién sé phai chiu mot s6
rang budc ctia ty nhién, d6 1a nhitng quyén khong thé chdi bo, va khong thé sang nhuong. Y
twong ctia Locke vé sy khong thé chuyén nhuwong, bao gom quyén duoc séng va muu cau hanh
phuc, duegc Thomas Jefferson muwon cho ban tuyén ngon doc lap nuéc My ngay 4 thang 7 nam
1776:

“Chung toi khéng dinh mot chan ly hién nhién rgmg moi nguoi sinh ra déu binh déng,
rang tao héa da ban cho ho nhitng quyén tat yéu va bat kha xam pham, trong dé ¢

quyeén soéng, quyén duoc ty do va muu cau hanh phuc.”

Locke da di xa hon y tudng la ching ta s6 httu ban than minh, dén chang ta so hitu stic lao
ddng cua minh, va ca nhitng gi ma ching ta “tron lan stec lao dong ctia minh.” Da4i véi Locke

mot nha nuede hop phédp 1a nha nude dua trén dong thuan va quyeén luc han ché.
Lam theo ly 1é

Immanuel Kant, nha triét gia nguoi Diic thé ky 18, c6 quan diém khat khe hon ca. Immanuel
Kant cho rf?mg ca hai quan diém trén déu co sai [am. Khac véi thuyét vi loi, Kant cho réng tw do,
cht khong phai hanh phtc, méi la muc tiéu cua cong ly. Khac véi chu nghia tu do, giong nhu
Locke, Kant ciing khéng dong y rang con nguoi nén duoc phép tu do lam tat ca nhitng gi ho
mudn. Nhung Kant ciing phan d&i Locke, va cho rang dao ly, nghia vy, va quyén ctia con nguoi

khong phai do tw nhién, ma phai la do Iy Ié chi phoi.

Déi voi Kant, lam diéu dung nghia la lam diéu hop dao ly, va dao ly nay la diéu ma nguoi ta
cam thdy la ding do két qua cua suy luan ti ly 1€. D6i véi Kant, con nguoi la duy ly, nghia la c6
kha nang suy doan bang ly 18, Iira chon va ra quyét dinh. Quan diém dao dtic ctia Kant 1a khong
phai dé€ thoa man duc vong hay tranh dau kho. Diéu lam cho mot hanh ddng c6 gid tri vé dao
dtirc khong quan tam dén két qua, ma phai xét dén dén dong co, y dinh. Péng co c6 gia tri dao
dtec la dong co trach nhiém, la dong co khi chiing ta hanh dong vi trach nhiém, chit khong phai
theo xu thé, ky vong, hay bat ct tinh toan tw 19i nao.
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Quan diém vé tu do cta Kant vi vay ciing rat khat khe. Ty do khdng cé nghia la dugc tuy tién
lam bat ¢t diéu gi minh mudn. Tu do cliing khong c6 nghia la chay theo thoa man hanh phuc
hay tranh khd dau, nhw vay con ngudi van 1a no 1é ctia hanh phtic hay khé dau. Chéang han, khi
chang ta chon Iyra gitta Coca Cola hay Pepsi, nghe twdng nhu la tu do, nhung thuc ra theo Kant,

chiing ta van chi la n6 1¢ ctia con khat ma minh phai théa man.

D&i v6i Kant, dau khé va hanh phtic khong phai 1a diéu dan dat chting ta, ma 1a ly tri, diéu lam
con nguoi cao hon cac dong vat khac. Vay con nguoi phai hanh xt nhw thé nao la ty do, néu
khong phai do ham muén? D6i véi Kant, ty do 1a sy tw tri, c6 nghia la lam theo nguyén tic cta
riéng minh, soi sang boi ly tri va phdm gid dao dic. Diéu quan trong la phdm chat cta y chi,
gia tri cua dong co, khi t6i hanh dong vi trach nhiém thi méi la hanh dong tw do, khong bi chi

phai boi ngoai canh va xu hudng xa hoi.

Chang han, néu mot nguoi ban hang da ban ding gia, nghia la khong chit chém khéach hang
cua minh, vi anh ta lo s¢ sy chdt chém nay s€ lam ton hai dén thanh danh va ctta hang sé mat
khéch, thi d&i véi Kant, hanh dong nay khong xting dang véi nguyén tac dao ly, khong cé gia
tri dao ditc xttng dang dugc ton vinh. Sy trung thuc ctia anh ta chi la sy ich ky, cht khong phai
st quan tam dén phc loi cua khach hang. Twong tie nhw vay, néu ¢6 mdt o gai rat nhe nhang
va dé thuong, ludn 1am diéu t&t véi moi ngudi, nhung chi béi vi lam nhitng viéc tk t& ndy mang
lai si théa méan cho ban than cd. Ddi véi Kant, ciing chang c6 diéu gi ddng ngudng mo sau sac
vé ¢d gai nay, vi khong khac gi anh ban hang kia, c6 gai nay cting chi lam diéu tot vi ban than

minh.

Dai véi Kant, mot ngwoi tie t€ mot cach tu nhién, do ban tinh, hay do thoéi quen, thi khong thuc
sw 1a nguoi c6 dao dire. Thoi quen lam viéc t6t la t6t, nhung dé khong phai dao die. Theo Kant,
dao duc khong thé kem theo nhiing tinh toan vé két qua. Pao dic phai la diéu nguoi ta tu
nguyén lam nhw la nghia vy, tw nguyén lam vi né la diéu dung, ch khong cé thém su tinh toan
nao cho ban than minh. Ca nguwdi ban hang 1an c6 gai trong vi du ctia Kant déu lam nhiing diéu
dung, nhung véi dong co sai. Lam diéu dung, vi vay, phai c6 dong co diang, va xudt phat tie
nhan pham ch khong phai loi ich.

Lam theo 1y 1€ v6i tim man v6 minh

D&i vé6i John Rawls, triét gia nguoi My thé ky 20, nhitng nguyén tac ding sai phai la nhitng
diéu ma nguoi ta dong y tuan thu khi khong biét gi hon vé nguén gdc, mau da, sac toc, tinh
cach, nang luc, vi tri xa hoi, hay tham chi muc dich song. Vi vay, chi nhitng nguyén tic ma
ching ta c6 thé cung dong y tuan thu dwdi tim man vo minh (veil of ignorance) thi méi 1a
nhitng nguyén tic dung dan va cong bang.

Nguyén tac thtt nhat ctia Rawls cho rang moi ngudi nén cé nhiing su tw do nhw nhau, bao gom
tw do ngon ludn, tw do bau ct, tw do cé quyén so hitu. Nhu vay, mot nguoi bat ké dan tdc hay

quoc tich déu c6 quyén tranh ci tong thong, hay gay anh hudng 1én chinh sach. Néu ngay hom
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nay, nhitng nguoi giau c6 va quyén luc dang c6 mitc d6 anh huong 1én hon nhitng nguoi khac

d6i véi cac chinh sach, thi d6 la mot xa hoi khong cong bang.

Nguyeén tac thit hai cia Rawls do d6 1a phai tao co hdi cong bang cho nhitng ngudi cling nang
luc va dong luc. Co thé chap nhéan sy bat binh d:fmg, mién 1a phtic 1gi ctia nhitng nguwoi thiét
thoi nhat trong xa hoi da dwoc cai thién t6i da. Rawls tng ho tit ca nhing hanh dong dem lai
binh dang vé co hoi, nghia la dwa tat ca moi ngudi 1én cing mot vach xudt phéat. Theo Rawls, tré
em voi tudi tho khac nhau, véi nhiing 1oi thé gia dinh khac nhau, thi c6 két qua hoc tap khéac
nhau. Déi véi Rawls, mot xa hdi cong bang phai 1a noi hudng téi phtic 1oi cho nhitng thanh vién
thiét thoi nhat. Nguyén tic phic loi xa hoi ctia Rawls, the maximin principle, 1a t8i da 1oi ich ctia

nguoi kém thé nhat trong xa hdi.
Nguyén tic muc tiéu cudi cing: Danh nhiing gi xttng dang cho ai xttng dang

Gia st c6 mot san choi tennis 1a tai san chung ctia thanh phd. Ai xiing dang duoc danh wu tién
st dung san tennis nay? C6 nén thu phi va danh quyén dugc choi cho nhitng ngudi san sang
chi tra nhiéu tién nhat? Hay nén d€ theo cach ai dén trudc duoc dung tredc? Chung ta nén dé
nguoi danh tennis kém nhdt duoc choi, vi ho xting dang can duoc luyén tap nhat, hay dé€ nguoi
danh tennis gidi nhat dwoc choi? Muc tiéu cudi cing cta tennis la gi? Tuong tu nhw vay, ai
xung dang duoc di hoc dai hoc? Viéc thi tuyén vao cac truong dai hoc c6 nén dua hoan toan
vao thanh tich va nang luc hoc tap? Hay cac treong dai hoc can can nhéc cac yéu td khac dé tao
nén tinh da dang cta sinh vién? Muc tiéu cudi cung cua gido duc dai hoc la gi?

Aristotle, mdt trong nhitng nha triét hoc quan trong nhat vé cong ly, song cach day 2400 nam ti
thoi Hy Lap c8. Khac véi Rawls va Kant, Aristotle cho rang cong 1y nghia la cho con nguoi
nhitng gi ma ho xtiting dang.

Vi du néi tiéng cta Aristotle la nhitng cay sdo. Ai nén dwoc gitt ciy sdo nay: nguoi lam ra
chiing, ngurdi sdn sang tra nhiéu tién nhat, hay nguoi théi sdo hay nhat? Theo Aristotle, chiéc
sao khong thé thudc vé nguoi ¢ nhiéu tién, vi sao khong lién quan gi dén tién. Chiéc sao cling
khong nén dwa cho nguoi c6 d¢ thoa dung 16n nhat, hay hanh phtic nhat tit viéc sé hitu no, vi
choi sao hay thi khac véi viéc sung sudéng khi dwgce cam chiéc sao vé treo cho dep. Muc dich ton
tai, hay muc tiéu cudi cung ctia mot chi€c sdo la dwoc thdi lén nhitng ban nhac hay. Theo

Aristotle, vi vay, chiéc sao nén thudc vé nguoi choi hay nhat.

Nhung lam sao c6 thé biét ai xiing dang diéu gi? Co hdi va quyén 1oi nao nén danh cho ai? Cau
tra 10i cta Aristotle la diéu can xét dén la muc tiéu cudi cung (felos) ctia san pham, co hdi hay
quyeén loi dang duwoc phéan phdi, va gia tri pham hanh nao 1a danh dwy, hay xing dang duoc ton

vinh.

“Cong ly nam ¢ muc tiéu cudi cung. D€ dinh doat ai c6 quyén gi doi hoi chung ta phai

hiéu dwgc muc tiéu cudi cung, hay ban chat ctia van dé xa hoi dang can nhac.

Dinh Vii Trang Ngan (2013) 7



Chuong trinh Giang day Kinh té Fulbright Nhap mén chinh sach Cong Cong ly: Lam viée gi la dung?
Ghi cha Bai giang 13 Ai xtimg dang diéu gi?

Cong ly 1a su vinh danh. D€ tranh luan vé muc tiéu cudi cung ctia mot van dé doi hoi
ching phai dung ly 1 d€ giai thich gia tri phdm hanh nao xting dang dwoc vinh danh va
ban thuwong.”

Quan diém nay sé cho rang, néu muc tiéu cudi cing cta trieong dai hoc 1a d& wom dudng su
xuét sac trong hoc thuat, thi yéu t& duy nhat d& can nhac mot nguoi dugc hoc dai hoc hay
khong 1a tiém nang hoc thuat cua ho. Con néu muc tiéu cudi cung cua treong dai hoc 1a d€ thuc
ddy nhiing gia tri dan s khac, chang han nhu sy da dang vé quan diém, sw can bang vé gidi
tinh, ngudn gdc, trinh d9, thi nhitng yéu t& khac sé duoc can nhac. Song song véi d6 la cau hoi
rang tiéu chi gi xtiing dang duoc ton vinh: tri thong minh, ndng luc vuot 1én trén hoan canh dé
hoc t6t? Viéc tuyén chon dai hoc cong b.:?mg vi vay phu thudc hoan toan vao muc tiéu cudi cung

va tiéu chi danh dw cta gido duc dai hoc.

Cach ly luan nay dat ra mot van dé: néu cong ly duoc xac dinh dya trén muc tiéu cudi cung, va
nhitng tiéu chi vé danh du, thi diéu gi sé xay ra khi chung ta c6 nhitng niém tin va gia tri khac
nhau? Khé khan sé luén nay sinh va hau nhu khong thé di dén két luan néu nhiéu nguoi cd

nhiéu y kién khac nhau vé muc tiéu cudi cung hay tiéu chuan danh du cua mot van dé xa hoi.

Giai dap cho tinh thé nay, Aristole sit dung ly luan vé muc tiéu cudi cung cua chinh tri. Muc
tiéu cudi cung cua chinh tri, va cia mot chinh phu, theo Aristotle, 1a ton vinh nhitng gia tri
pham hanh cao nhat cho moi nguoi, 1a gitip cho nguoi dan c¢6 thong tin, c6 hiéu biét, d€ hanh
xtt ¢6 dao dirc. Chinh tri, hay nha nudc, khong chi déng vai tro phan phdi lai cta cai, tai san,
hay tao ra nhing luat 1é ché tai thich hgp. Theo Aristotle, muc tiéu ctia nha nudc la tao ra

nhitng cong dan t6t va wom dudng nhiing tinh cach tét.

“Mot nha nudc tot ding nhu tén goi phai cong hién cho muc tiéu cudi cung la ton vinh
nhiing diéu tot. Néu khong, chinh tri chi con la mot khoi lién minh... va ludt phap chi
con la nhitng hgp dong giao keo, thay cho viéc 1é ra can lam la wom dudng cho thanh

vién cua xa hoi nhiing nguyén tac song tot dep va cong bang.”

C6 phai Aristotle 1a dung khi néi rang muc tiéu cudi cing ctia chinh trj 1a thiic day cudc séng
tot? Ngay nay, chinh tri, hay “muc tiéu chinh tri” thuong duoc hiéu theo nhiéu cach, trong dé
c6 ham y vé sy thoa hiép, dac quyén dac 1oi, loi ich nhém, hay tham nhiing. Tai sao Aristotle lai

cho rfing su tham gia chinh tri 1a can thiét, tham chi thiét yéu, cho mot cudc song tot?

Su gan két chinh tri, theo Aristotle, 1a ban chat ctia con nguoi. Con nguoi cé mot chikc nang dic
biét 1a kha nang st dung ngdn ngtt, d€ md ta hanh phuc va khé dau, d€ phan biét diéu dung
voi diéu sai. Ngon ngir 1a phuong tién d€ con nguoi nhan thiic va can nhac cac gid tri tot.
Nhung viéc tot khong thé chi ¢ tir ngon ngtr co trong sach vd hay ly thuyét. “Gia tri dao duec la
két qua ctia théi quen.” Aristotle tin rang c6 duoc nhitng gia tri dao dic chi c6 thé thong qua
viéc vira lam vira hoc, tit sy thuc hanh. Gidng nhv mét nguoi hoc thdi sdo hay hoc ndu an, anh
ta khong thé chi doc sach ma thanh cdng. Vai tro cua chinh tri va nhitng nha lap phap la “tao ra
nhing cong dan tot thong qua viéc tao ra cho ho nhitng thoéi quen t6t.” Gido duc dao duc hay
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gido duc cong dan khong phai 1a day cho nguoi ta nhitng quy tac va sy tuan tha quy tac, ma la
“tao thoi quen, tao tinh cach.”

C6 thé nghi rdng hanh xtt mdt cach dao dirc sé 1a tuan thu theo mot vai nguyén tac. Nhung
Aristotle cho rf?mg ndi nhu vay la da hi€u sai mot diém khac biét quan trong vé cach cu x dao
dttc. Nguoi ta ¢ thé hiéu biét 16 vé cac nguyén tac cwe xtt, ma van chang biét 4p dung nhiing
nguyén tac d6 nhu thé nao.

“Nhiing vén dé vé cach hanh xt va diéu gi 1a t6t khong theo mot nguyén tac bat di bat
dich nao, va ciing chang khéc gi stic khoe ctia mdi nguoi... Chi ¢6 titng nguoi, can nhac
trong ting treong hop, nhw la nghé thuat ké thudc hay nghé thuat hoa tiéu... Thach
thirc cua ching ta la lam diéu dung, cho d6i twong ding, 6 mirc dd ding, vao thoi diém

dung, vdi dong co dung, theo cach dung.”

Diéu nay cé nghia la théi quen du la cdt yéu, van khong phai la toan bo nhitng gi 1am nén pham
hanh. Tinh huéng mai ludén ludn phat sinh, va chiing ta can biét thoi quen nao la thich hop
trong hoan canh nao. Phdm hanh dao dtc vi vay doi héi sy danh gid, mét loai kién thic ma
Aristotle goi la “tri tué thuc t&”. Khac voi loai tri tué khoa hoc, 1a nhitng hiéu biét vé quy luat
cua vl try, “tri tué thwc t€” 1a loai tri tué vé cach tng xtr. Tri tué thuc t€ khong phai la triét ly
héa, ma la kha nang nhén ra nhitng diéu cu th€, nhiing gi la thuc t€, dang xay ra ngay thoi diém

hién tai. D6 la ndng luc ly giai d€ hanh x@ vi diéu gi la t6t nhat trong hoan canh hién tai.

Tém lai, voi Aristotle, chinh tri 1a quan trong thiét yéu dé tao nén cudc song tot. Luat phap la dé
khuyén khich nhitng thdi quen t6t, nudi dudng tam hon, nang niu nhan phdm, va gieo trong
nhan cach. Cudc sdng thuc t& cho cac cong dan co hdi dé luyén tap va ap dung nhitng can nhac
vé hanh xt&, va thuece tap loai tri tué thuc t&€ dé lam diéu tot o ting thoi diém hién tai. Khong thé
ngodi 6 nha doc sach va tranh lu@n chinh sach nao nén ung hd hay phan d6i, ma chi c6 cach
tham gia vao xa hoi va chinh tri, chi bang cach mang 1én vai nhiing trach nhiém vé s phan ctia
cong dong va tap thé, can dong do dém cac giai phdap, ly luan cach nay hay cach khac, ma

chiing ta tro thanh nhiing cong dan t6t.

Tam nhin cua Aristotle vé tinh than cong dan that sy tich cuc va cao thuwgng hon nhitng gi
chung ta thuong nghi. Muc tiéu cudi cung ctia chinh tri khong phai la d€ t6i da hda phuc loi,
hay tao ra nhiing luat 1é cong bang dé nguredi dan theo dudi nhitng nhu cau ctia minh mét cach
tw do. Chinh trj la cach dé€ con nguoi thé hién ban chat nhan van, khai thac nang luc, hoc cach ra
quyét dinh ding vdi cong ly cho ting treong hop, nudi dudng tam hon, xay dung va hinh
thanh cho minh moét nhéan cach dao drc. Chinh tri la phan c6t yéu caa mot cude song tot.

Trong cudc song hién dai ngay nay, hau hét cac tranh luan vé cong ly ctia chiing ta xoay xung
quanh viéc 1am thé nao d€ co thé chia sé mot cach cong bang cac thanh qua ctia su thinh vieong,
hay ganh ndng ctua nhitng mat mat va suy thoai, va lam cach nao dé€ xac dinh rd rang vé quyén
loi va nghia vu co ban ctia cong dan. Vé can ban, d6 1a nhiing tranh luan vé phuc loi va tu do.
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Nhung cudi cling, moi tranh cai vé diéu gi la dting hay sai thuong dan chung ta trd lai véi cau

hoi tir ngan ndm ctia Aristotle vé dao dtc, ai that su xtiing dang diéu gi, va tai sao.
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