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Evidence-based policy making

ULBRIGH

\“‘ "’ =

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Policy experiments

« Scientific method as an analogy for policy
making

» We test drugs before we give them to
people...why don’t we test policies?

* Why don’t we roll out policies to allow for with-
without experimental designs?

* Why don’t we continue to collect data after large-
scale implementation and monitor results?




John Stuart Mill

“There is always need of
persons not only to discover
new truths, and point out
when what were once truths
are true no longer, but also to
commence new practices, and
set the example of more
enlightened conduct, and
better taste and sense in
human life.”

Problem: Is it ethical to experiment
on people?
» Case of African children and textbooks: is it right

to deny some children books in order to conduct
and experiment?

* Is it ethical to randomize sentencing for drug
users in order to conduct an experiment?

» When would it be unethical to vary conditions for
the sake of an experiment and when is it OK?




Problem: People interpret the
“evidence” differently

* Society is not a laboratory: there are always
extenuating circumstances that are not “in the
model”

« Example of High Speed Rail: The project may
not pay off, but national prestige is also at issue

 Climate change: even when confronted with hard
scientific evidence, some people will not believe
it.

People and institutions have
interests

» Example: Speed cameras in the UK to reduce
speeding and save lives

« Example: Needs testing of new retail
establishments in Vietnam

» Example: Trans-Pacific Partnerhship “yarn-
forward” rules
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Obama’s Double Standard on TPP

posted by Greg Rushford
on May 7, 2012

The president wants other countries to embrace free trade, while
defending tariffs for domestic textiles.

This means TPP signatories will only qualify for tariff concessions for their
exports to the U.S. if they buy their varns and fabrics from TPP member
countries. Translation: The yvarn-forward rule of origin would require clothing
exporters like Vietnam and Malaysia to buy American, not Chinese fabric.

To be fair, Mr. Obama also is hardly the first U.S. president to bow to
domestic textile interests. But with the TPP, he's demanding America’s
trading partners summon the political will to dismantle their protectionist

rackets. As long as he's unwilling to do the same, we shouldnt expect much
progress toward this trade agreement.

Problem: Politicians may not
understand the results

MPs' ability to calculate probabilities:
Q:'If you spin a coin twice, what is the probability of getting
1 two heads?"
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Problem: Policy is also about values

» The analogy between science and policy is not
perfect: people are not just objects to be
experimented on

— Public participation as a value in itself
— Values shape the means and ends of policy
— There may or may not be a consensus on these values.

* Many (most?) policies are about values, not
outcomes?

— Gay marriage as a clear example of “values” politics
— But also issues like freedom of movement
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Can nhac siét nhap cw & cac do thj

Can suy nghi vé viéc c6 nén quv dinh mét khung chit cho cac d6 thi,
hay cdc dién kién 4v chi nén ap dung cho hai dia phwong cé ap hec
dan cw lon 13 Ha Noi, TP.HCM ma thoi?

08/10/2012 - 07:30

Chuyén han ché cap ho khau thwéng tri vao cac d6 thi ldn giér khéng chi la
mdt ndi dung cua chr thao Luat Tho do, wira dirge Thiromg vu QH thao
ludn cudi twan tnrée, ma con 1a néi dung co ban cia viéc sira doi Luat Cue
tri ma B6 Céng an dang chu tri. Xt I vén d2 nay thé nao dé hai hoa gira
quvén tr do cir tri cia cong dan va kha nang dp tng cia didu kién ha
tang ciing nhr nang hec quan ¥ tai céc d6 thi?




Is evidence-based policy making a
worthwhile objective?

Success stories?

Relevance of the scientific method for policy
making and politics

Rule of experts versus rule of the people?
Competition of ideas vs. central control of ideas?




