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Session 3

• Concept of Modernity & Modernization

• Tradition vs. Modern

• Benefit of Modernization Theory

• Criticism

• Social and Political Modernization
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Meaning of Modernization to Vietnam?
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VN’s Modernization Track

• Theory – a. import substitution (protection), b. catch-up 
economy (competitive sector), c. leading fundamental 
science and technology sector. 

• With limited funds and resources – Vietnam have paid 
attention to a and b options. 

• Little development in human development, science and 
technology, knowledge-initiative.

• Emulating East Asia & China
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What is modernity?

What are key features of modernity?

What are features of pre-modern society?

Something scientific?

Something cool like IPhone?
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Attention to “modernity”

Historical

Context

1950s Cold war

U.S. superpower

Marshall Plan

Attention to

Unequal development Stop the spread of communism

Create a buffer

Against

Communism

Rise of

Third Words

Developing

Countries

Modern

countries
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Then what is modernity?

M. Condorcet E. Durkheim I. Newton C. Darwin T. Parsons

Modernity
Pre

Modernity

Post

Modernity

How do you define pre-modern society?

How do you define modern society?

http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://matematica.unibocconi.it/betti/eulero/Condorcet.jpg&imgrefurl=http://matematica.unibocconi.it/betti/eulero/eulero01.htm&usg=__oeXl1Tk4sgUXAaJifuDqQC0KU9E=&h=280&w=256&sz=14&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=YEOmDgaA44EiTM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=Condorcet&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.phillwebb.net/Topics/Society/Durkheim/Durkheim2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.phillwebb.net/Topics/Society/Durkheim/Durkheim.htm&usg=__HqMZBqciiW-lpGRexprvj8YpZO4=&h=322&w=250&sz=18&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=eF19gkBZCaNNJM:&tbnh=118&tbnw=92&prev=/images?q=Durkheim&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://images3.iwilab.com/shared/item/0/24/24153_500x.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.wisia.com/item/24153&usg=__4LYCOPg55XBIOAWSZG2gPKh0BGU=&h=500&w=481&sz=79&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=wex1llnUpjpKlM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=%EC%95%84%EC%9D%B4%EC%9E%91+%EB%89%B4%ED%84%B4&hl=en&sa=G&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uclass.in/attach/1/1317006327.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.uclass.in/449&usg=__JqUFtV1sl34uiXFF5UYrk5beq_Y=&h=4183&w=3256&sz=2363&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=rShLCxQ2_jkNLM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=117&prev=/images?q=%EC%B0%B0%EC%8A%A4+%EB%8B%A4%EC%9C%88&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nndb.com/people/811/000113472/talcott-parsons.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nndb.com/people/811/000113472/&usg=__N3jNXDx7OH8qQmuoVHM9eTu-oUs=&h=323&w=240&sz=25&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=AGNmLD3PZ1U91M:&tbnh=118&tbnw=88&prev=/images?q=Talcott+Parsons&hl=en&um=1
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Defining Pre-Modern Society

From what

Perspective?

Criteria?

What is an image of pre-modern society for you?

Politically

Economically

Socially

Reliance on kinship structure

Little social /spatial mobility

Basic economic activity (Agri-)

A traditional elite and hierarchical

Organizations

Power held by Landowners

http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://images.businessweek.com/ss/06/09/ceo_socnet/image/burger-king.jpg&imgrefurl=http://images.businessweek.com/ss/06/09/ceo_socnet/source/4.htm&usg=__bD2KOo4ScuuetNLP06sfO_sfCVg=&h=480&w=321&sz=70&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=Wa5ZXdpw2XMC8M:&tbnh=129&tbnw=86&prev=/images?q=King&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://go635254.s3.amazonaws.com/ecoworldly/files/2008/05/tribe-in-amazon_large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ecoworldly.com/2008/05/30/previously-uncontacted-tribe-photographed-for-first-time-near-brazil-peru-border/&usg=__uRxCwFsR_c4DlTWTnRiCNKiG9is=&h=337&w=500&sz=187&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=ap3wy4gTUoNBxM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=tribe&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.environment.tn.nic.in/soe/agri_gallery/agriculture_field_at_thanjavur.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.environment.tn.nic.in/soe/agriculture_photo.htm&usg=__8anW9TGkoZv8Sf_0j-q1cvpXnVw=&h=499&w=750&sz=109&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=SYNfhLwRBfuu7M:&tbnh=94&tbnw=141&prev=/images?q=agriculture&hl=en&um=1
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“Modern” Society

Pre

Modern “Modern Society”

- Nuclear family serves only

limited functions

- Complex and differentiated

occupations and economy

- Highly differentiated political

structure

- Rational legal sources of

authority

Progress

Natural process

Political Process

Economic

Modernity

Political

Modernity

Social

Modernity
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Tradition vs. Modernity

Dominant
Characteristics Tradition Modernity

Technology Animate Power
Agriculture
Mechanistic

Non-animal power
Industry

Organic (complex)

Outcomes Rural
Low life expectancy

Urban
High life expectancy

Attitudes Gemainschaft
“established belief in

The sanctity of immemorial 
traditions”

Gessellschaft
“rational authority, belief
in the legality of patterns

of normative rules”

Division of labor
Legal Standard

Identity

Diffuse roles
Particularistic values

Collective

Specific roles
Universalistic 

Self orientation
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Parsons-cultural factors

• Traditional values block a country  from 
developing e.g. valuing the extended family, 
blocks geographical mobility

Traditional values Modern values

• Ascription Achievement

• Particularism Universalism

• Collectivism Individualism
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Economic Modernization

• W. W. Rostow (1960) The Stages of Economic Growth

1st Stage

2nd Stage

3rd Stage

4th Stage

5th Stage

Traditional Society: Limited Production

Pre-Newtonian Science and Technology

Pre-Conditions for Take-off: Process of

Transition (employing new sciences)

The Take-Off: Economic growth forces

become normal condition

The Drive to Maturity: Extend modern

technology

High-Mass Consumption: The leading 

Sectors shift toward durable consumption

Ford system

1940-50s

U.S.

Western Europe

Japan

The Soviet

:

:

http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.s9.com/images/portraits/26037_Rostow-Walt-Whitman.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.s9.com/Biography/Rostow-Walt-Whitman&usg=__OoB2UXHJ9UjcMpmD-SpdGbGPhyQ=&h=270&w=198&sz=46&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=0GN-EaXVhGqOzM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=83&prev=/images?q=Rostow+W.W.&hl=en&sa=N&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.coverbrowser.com/image/economics-books/548-8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.coverbrowser.com/covers/economics-books/11&usg=__CxrDxeNc3eDy_56yIX0P4ov6Rh0=&h=641&w=420&sz=19&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=EW5H_L1Q5lIMkM:&tbnh=137&tbnw=90&prev=/images?q=The+Stages+of+Economic+Growth&hl=en&um=1
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Rostow’s assumption
“Modernization is………..”

• Composed of stages shared by “all” countries

• A homogenizing process

• Modern societies replicates European/North  
American values and worldviews

• An irreversible process

• Progressive, not revolutionary

• A transformative Process
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Social Side? 
Social Mobilization

• Deutsch (1961) “social mobilization” – the 
process in which major clusters of old social, 
economic, and psychological commitments are 
eroded

• People become available for new patterns of 
socialization and behavior

Karl Deutsch

Through exposure to modernity

Mass Media, Voting, Urbanization,

Non-agricultural employment,

Literacy, Per capita income

http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/unitarians/images/deutsch1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/unitarians/deutsch.html&usg=__BlxeNTiFWMCQvRQ2TGzBpzpu94g=&h=303&w=240&sz=20&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=V7TaLIHFPgwzUM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=92&prev=/images?q=Karl+Deutsch+Social+Mobilization&gbv=2&hl=en
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“Modernization = Westernization”

Modernization simply

takes traits associated

with Western

countries and generalizes

them as “nature of

Modernity”

Advantage

Desirable Western Model

(Market capitalism)

Alternative form to traditional

Model/Elite Groups

http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.picture-indian.com/images/indian-chief.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.picture-indian.com/&usg=__EFlQhH2XSovis02bzHXtaHhh99A=&h=913&w=689&sz=195&hl=en&start=27&tbnid=XfWM83m9lEk98M:&tbnh=147&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=indian&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N&start=18
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.business-letters.com/business-man.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.business-letters.com/&usg=__dfET7tLC1ySyXH0aZO7dAQstKCg=&h=358&w=476&sz=74&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=5RzOC7SURlrY2M:&tbnh=97&tbnw=129&prev=/images?q=business+man&gbv=2&hl=en
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Modernisation theory – role of the  West
in developing countries

• Western investment  in 
factories, expertise and 
equipment – use loans 
from World Bank (Trickle 
down)

• Western funding to 
introduce meritocratic 
education (values of 
universalism, 
individualism and 
competition
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Modernisation theory – the West and the 
developing countries (continued)

• Mass media to 
disseminate modern 
ideas (e.g. nuclear 
families)

• Urbanization to be 
encouraged
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Criticism of modernisation theory

1. It is ethnocentric because  

(a) it devalues traditional values and social 
institutions e.g. extended families 

(b) it ignores increasing inequality within and 
between countries

(c) it is not a neutral theory as it suggests (it 
promotes western capitalist values)
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2 Education in 
developing world 
mainly benefits small, 
local elites (those at 
the top) 

3 It assumes unlimited 
natural resources for 
industrial expansion. 
(ignores ecological 
issues)
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4 There is no, one single way to advancement 
and historical context is also important - case 
study (Asian Development Bank).

5 The cultures of developing countries.  E.g the 
importance of the family, may be a response
to economic insecurity and low levels of 
material well-being not the cause of it.  
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Discussion

• In your view, among various aspects of 
modernity and modernization process, 
what is the most critical fact that 
Vietnam falls behind in?

• What would be the limits of emulating 
the model of predecessors in East 
Asia?
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CONTACT

232/6 Vo Thi Sau, District 3, HCMC

T: (028) 3932 5103  

F: (08) 3932 5104

E-mail: info.fsppm@fuv.edu.vn

Web: www.fsppm.fuv.edu.vn/

Fulbright School of Public 

Policy and Management

Q&A


