


Class Schedule
▪ Meaning of ‘Modernization’ and Development – Conceptualization

▪ How could western countries modernize? 

▪ How could we ‘theoretically’ understand the modernization? 

▪ How does ‘Washington Consensus’ represent modernization and are there any 
critic? Implication for developing countries and Vietnam?



Meaning of Modernization

Source: Link

What does ‘a 
modern 
market 

economy’ 
mean here?

http://vtown.vn/en/news/skill-up-vietnam.html


Vietnam’s Modernization Track

Theoretically, Vietnam has 
pursued…

1. Import Substitution 
(Protection)

2. Catch-up Economy 
(competitive sector)

3. Leading Fundamental 
Science and Technology 
Sector

With limited funds and 
resources – Vietnam has paid 
attention to 1 and 2 options

Little Progress in 
Human 

Development, 
Science and 
Technology, 

knowledge-initiative

Emulating other countries



Why should Vietnam be modernized?

What is modernity?

What are key features of modernity? (compared to pre-modern)

** ‘Definition of Development’ in dictionary – “developing country or region whose 
economy has not reached the level of North America, Western Europe, etc. (Session 1 

slide)



Attention to ‘Modernity’

Historical

Context

1950s Cold war

U.S. superpower

Marshall Plan

Attention to

Unequal development To stop the spread of communism

Create a buffer

Against

Communism

Rise of

Third Words

Developing

Countries

Modern

countries



Philosophical Foundation

M. Condorcet E. Durkheim I. Newton C. Darwin T. Parsons

Modernity
Pre

Modernity

Post

Modernity

How do you define modern society?

“Progress through 
technological 

advancement”

“Division of Labor”

“Human Progress 
through New Idea”

“Evolution”
“Technological 

Functions”

http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://matematica.unibocconi.it/betti/eulero/Condorcet.jpg&imgrefurl=http://matematica.unibocconi.it/betti/eulero/eulero01.htm&usg=__oeXl1Tk4sgUXAaJifuDqQC0KU9E=&h=280&w=256&sz=14&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=YEOmDgaA44EiTM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=Condorcet&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.phillwebb.net/Topics/Society/Durkheim/Durkheim2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.phillwebb.net/Topics/Society/Durkheim/Durkheim.htm&usg=__HqMZBqciiW-lpGRexprvj8YpZO4=&h=322&w=250&sz=18&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=eF19gkBZCaNNJM:&tbnh=118&tbnw=92&prev=/images?q=Durkheim&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://images3.iwilab.com/shared/item/0/24/24153_500x.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.wisia.com/item/24153&usg=__4LYCOPg55XBIOAWSZG2gPKh0BGU=&h=500&w=481&sz=79&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=wex1llnUpjpKlM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=%EC%95%84%EC%9D%B4%EC%9E%91+%EB%89%B4%ED%84%B4&hl=en&sa=G&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uclass.in/attach/1/1317006327.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.uclass.in/449&usg=__JqUFtV1sl34uiXFF5UYrk5beq_Y=&h=4183&w=3256&sz=2363&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=rShLCxQ2_jkNLM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=117&prev=/images?q=%EC%B0%B0%EC%8A%A4+%EB%8B%A4%EC%9C%88&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nndb.com/people/811/000113472/talcott-parsons.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nndb.com/people/811/000113472/&usg=__N3jNXDx7OH8qQmuoVHM9eTu-oUs=&h=323&w=240&sz=25&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=AGNmLD3PZ1U91M:&tbnh=118&tbnw=88&prev=/images?q=Talcott+Parsons&hl=en&um=1


McDonalization



Modern Society

Pre

Modern “Modern Society”

- Nuclear family serves only

limited functions

- Complex and differentiated

occupations and economy

- Highly differentiated political

structure

- Rational legal sources of

authority

Progress

Natural process

Political Process

Economic

Modernity

Political

Modernity

Social

Modernity

http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://go635254.s3.amazonaws.com/ecoworldly/files/2008/05/tribe-in-amazon_large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ecoworldly.com/2008/05/30/previously-uncontacted-tribe-photographed-for-first-time-near-brazil-peru-border/&usg=__uRxCwFsR_c4DlTWTnRiCNKiG9is=&h=337&w=500&sz=187&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=ap3wy4gTUoNBxM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=tribe&hl=en&um=1


Traditional vs. Modern
Dominant

Characteristics Tradition Modernity

Technology Animate Power
Agriculture
Mechanistic

Non-animal power
Industry

Organic (complex)

Outcomes Rural
Low life expectancy

Urban
High life expectancy

Attitudes Gemainschaft
“established belief in

the sanctity of immemorial 
traditions”

Gessellschaft
“rational authority, belief
in the legality of patterns

of normative rules”

Division of labor
Legal Standard

Identity

Diffuse roles
Particularistic values

Collective

Specific roles
Universalistic 

Self orientation



Socio-Cultural
▪ Traditional values block a country  
from developing e.g. valuing the 
extended family, blocks geographical 
mobility (Talcott Parsons)

Traditional Values Modern Values

Ascription Achievement

Particularism Universalism

Collectivism Individualism

Source: World Values Survey

Vietnam

http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/wvs.jsp


Economic Modernization
▪ W. W. Rostow (1960) The Stages of Economic Growth: 
Five stages of economic growth (traditional society –
2nd stage (pre-take off) – 3rd stage (the take off) – 4th

stage (the drive to maturity, extend modern tech) – 5th

state (high-mass consumption)

▪ Assumed that composed of stages are shared by ‘all’ 
countries – a homogenizing process, replicate 
European / North American values and worldviews.

▪ Irreversible process, progressive & transformative 
process (not revolutionary)

http://images.google.com.sg/imgres?imgurl=http://www.s9.com/images/portraits/26037_Rostow-Walt-Whitman.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.s9.com/Biography/Rostow-Walt-Whitman&usg=__OoB2UXHJ9UjcMpmD-SpdGbGPhyQ=&h=270&w=198&sz=46&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=0GN-EaXVhGqOzM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=83&prev=/images?q=Rostow+W.W.&hl=en&sa=N&um=1


Political-Social Modernization
▪ K. Deutch (1961) “Social Modernization” – the process in which major clusters of old
social, economic, and psychological commitments are eroded.

Karl Deutsch

Through exposure to modernity: 
Mass Media, Voting, 
Urbanization, Non-agricultural 
employment, literacy, per capital 
income, etc. 

New patterns of socialization and socio-
political behavior



Essence of Economic Modernization

Original
Washington 
Consensus

(1990)

Fiscal Discipline

Redirection of Public 
Expenditure

Tax Reform

Interest Rates (Market)

Trade Liberalization
Foreign Direct 

Investment

Privatization of State 
Enterprise

Deregulation

Legal Security of 
Property Rights

Competitive Exchange 
Rates

Several others: Anti-corruption, flexible labor, WTO agreements, Social safety Nets, Poverty Reduction, etc.

John Williamson



Developing Nations and Modernization
▪ Western investment in factories, expertise and equipment – use loans from World 
Bank, IMF, Western aid organizations

▪ Western funding to introduce meritocratic education (values of universalism, 
individualism, and competition). 

▪ Dissemination of modern ideas via mass media, academics, tourism, etc.



Criticism to Modernization Idea
▪ Think about possible criticism to Modernization theory / Western way of 
modernization:

1. Ethnocentric

2. (e.g.) Japan & East Asian Tigers

3. Access

4. Ecological Values


