
Biography of Senator Chuck Hagel 
(Republican, Nebraska) 
 

Chuck Hagel, Nebraska’s senior U.S. Senator, is serving 
his second term in the United States Senate. Senator 
Hagel’s duties include membership on four Senate 
committees: Foreign Relations; Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs; Intelligence and Rules.  Hagel is 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations International 
Economic Policy, Export and Trade Promotion 
Subcommittee and the Senate Banking Securities and 
Investment Subcommittee.  Hagel serves as the 
Chairman of the Congressional-Executive Commission 
on China. 
 
Prior to his election to the U.S. Senate, Hagel worked in 
the private sector as the President of McCarthy & Co., 
an investment banking firm based in Omaha, Nebraska, 

and served as Chairman of the Board of American Information Systems (AIS). Before 
joining McCarthy & Co., Hagel was President and Chief Executive Officer of the Private 
Sector Council (PSC) in Washington, D.C., Deputy Director and Chief Operating Officer 
of the 1990 Economic Summit of Industrialized Nations (G-7 Summit) and President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the World USO. 
 
In the mid-1980's, Hagel co-founded VANGUARD Cellular Systems, Inc., a publicly 
traded corporation. In 1981, President Ronald Reagan nominated Hagel to serve as 
Deputy Administrator of the Veterans Administration, a nomination confirmed by the 
United States Senate. Hagel also served as Deputy Commissioner General of the United 
States for the 1982 World’s Fair. From 1977 through 1980, Hagel was Manager of 
Government Affairs for The Firestone Tire & Rubber Company in Washington, D.C. 
From 1971 to 1977, he was Administrative Assistant to Congressman John Y. 
McCollister (R-Nebraska). Beginning in 1969, Hagel worked as a newscaster and talk 
show host with radio stations KBON and KLNG in Omaha, Nebraska. 
 
Hagel served in Vietnam with his brother Tom in 1968.  
 


