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Opinions

Meinung

Western Eastern
Culture Culture




Handling Problems

Umgang mit Problemen

Western Eastern
Culture Culture

Westerners tend to take the most direct approach to problem solving. Problem solving in Asia is a bit more complex, and it may
involve an indirect approach.




Way of Life

Lebensstil

Western Eastern
Culture Culture

Westerners assert a lot more independence and individualism; they mainly focus on themselves and their family. Easterners are
more community-oriented. When travelling, Westerners will travel solo or in small groups while most Easterners will travel in large
groups.




Self-portrayal




The Child

Das Kind

Western Eastern
Culture Culture

In the West, primarily the parents raise their children, with the grandparents playing less of a role in day-to-day life. In the East, both
parents and grandparents are actively involved in raising their children, sometimes giving overwhelming attention.




Punctuality

Punkthichkeit

Eastern
Culture

Western
Culture

Westerners are particularly and extremely focused on time while Easterners are more relaxed in comparison.



YIN

NEGATIVE
FEMALE

NIGHT
PASSIVE
MOON
INTUITIVE
COLD
SOFT

YANG

POSITIVE
MALE
DAY
ACTIVE
SUN
LOGICAL
HOT
HARD



EASTERN VSs. WESTERN

PHILOSOPHY

WESTERN

EASTERN

THERE IS A SPIRITUAL
REALITY AND A PHYSICAL
ONE. THEY ARE SEPARATE.

THERE IS ONE REALITY.

HUMAN LIFE IS OFTEN
VALUED ABOVE OTHER LIFE.

ALL LIFE MAY BE VIEWED AS
SACRED.

THE DIVINE IS APART FROM
MATERIAL AND EXISTS
SEPARATELY FROM IT.

THE DIVINE IS A PART OF
CREATION, AND FOUND
EVERYWHERE IN IT.

THE JOURNEY OF MANKIND
IS LINEAR.

THE JOURNEY OF MANKIND
IS CYCLICAL.

GOAL: TO DEAL WITH THE
PROBLEM OF SIN/IMMORALITY
AND BE REUNITED WITH GOD.

GOAL: TO DEAL WITH THE
PROBLEM OF IGNORANCE AND
ACHIEVE ENLIGHTENMENT.




The one versus two. The Western mind has
been frequently characterized as finding
peace and security in tracing down the one
cause that explains its many effects, the one
god who created or, at least, moved the
world; a Chinese understanding, on the
other hand, appears to ask for insight into
the interaction among two basic,
contextualized instances, and the complex
network of relations they constitute.

Proces ou Creation: Une introduction a la pensee des lettres
chinois. By Francois Jullien. Paris: Seuil, 1989.
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ictoria S. Harrison

Eastern
Philosophy £

the basics

WHAT IS ‘EASTERN PHILOSOPHY"?

Although many of the ideas discussed in this book are very old,
some dating back over two thousand years, the convention of
classifying them together under one heading — whether ‘eastern
philosophy’, ‘Asian philosophy’ or ‘oriental philosophy’ — is a product
of nineteenth-century western scholarship. Prior to modern times no
one in India, China, Japan or Korea would have recognized any of
those terms as identifying a unique object of study. Nonetheless
these terms are now commonly used; although, due to increased
sensitivity to the vice of ‘orientalism’ in the post-colonial era (Said
2003), since the late twentieth century the former two have often
been preferred to ‘oriental philosophy’.

Employing a term such as ‘eastern philosophy’ emphasizes a
contrast between the philosophy of the European tradition (with its
extensions into America and Australasia) and non-European
philosophy. This way of framing the relationship between the world’s
philosophies — in terms of two categories, European (western) and
non-European (eastern) — gives the misleading impression that
‘eastern _philosophy’ is a single _homogeneous tradition. This is




. . . ictoria S. Harrison
unhelpful because, in focusing our minds on a supposed clear-cut

contrast between ‘eastern’ and ‘western’ philosophies, attention is
drawn away from the details of the distinct philosophical systems of
Asia. If we focus instead on these details we will find ourselves
confronted by philosophies that developed not only across broad
sweeps of time but also across a huge environmentally diverse land
mass that has been host to an array of political, religious and cultural
systems colouring the intellectual life of specific regions in distinctive
ways.

Eastern 5
Philosophy £

the basics




“To the Chinese, India is “‘West’ and, in fact,
from a philosophical point of view, the
philosophies of India are more akin to those
that flourished in the “West’ than to those that
have been prominent in China (on the shared
heritage of Indian and ‘western’ philosophies,

see McEvilley 2002).”

“So this book, despite its title, is really about
Dphilosophy in Asia rather than eastern philosophy.
It 1s premised on the idea that #here is no such
thing as eastern philosophy, if what we mean by that is
a unified philosophical tradition growing from a common
root (1n the way that European philosophy,
despite later diversity, is rooted in the Hellenic
tradition).”

ictoria S. Harrison

Eastern
Philosophy

the basics




Hellenic adjective
@ Save Word

Hellensic | \ he-le-nik @), ha-\

Definition of Hellenic (Entry 1 of 2)
: of or relating to Greece, its people, or its language

specifically : of or relating to ancient Greek history, culture, or art before the
Hellenistic period

philosophy’. Readers might wonder, for example, why Islamic
philosophy is not included. Briefly, that choice was made because
regarding Islamic philosophy as one of the philosophies unique to
Asia is especially hard to sustain given that it is rooted in the same
Hellenic tradition as European philosophy (Fakhry 2004). This book
focuses on certain of the philosophies that developed in India and
China because, in each case, the roots of the traditions to be
examined are found in non-Hellenic cultures. Moreover, the striking
differences between the philosophies of India and those of China, as
well as the diversity of philosophical systems found within each area,
will support my claim that ‘eastern philosophy’ is a spurious category.

ictoria S. Harrison

Eastern
Philosophy

the basics
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This book unapologetically concentrates on classical Indian
philosophy and classical Chinese philosophy. This is because, with
only a few exceptions - Islamic philosophy being one - all the major
philosophies that were formative of Asian cultures developed from
these two philosophical roots: the Vedic root in India and the Sinitic
root in China. In explaining the ‘basics’ of these ancient and
internally complex philosophies, this book guides the reader through
a range of distinctive and insightful ways of thinking about the world
and our place within it

ictoria S. Harrison

Eastern
Philosophy

the basics
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= “Nonetheless, the questions
which typically concern
philosophers are remarkably
similar wherever and whenever
they are found: ‘What is the self?’,
‘What is the best way to live?’,
‘Where do we come from?’ and
‘What happens when we die?’.
These questions have interested
philosophers from all times and
cultures; and that really shouldn’t
surprise us, because they are the
same questions that everyone
ponders in their more reflective
moments.”



=Triét hoc,
Minh triét,

Vin hoa Ban dia
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Wabi-Sabi (fEfX sa tlch) 1a mot thuat’
- mot thé gidi quan clia nén van hoa Nhat tap I
du va su khong hoan hdo.
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https://vn.japo.news/contents/van-hoa/truyen-thong/48000.html
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Frangoi§
Jullien

Un sage est sans idée
Ou l'autre de la philosophie

POINTS

L’autre/
The Other/
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Chéng han, ngay tir dﬁu, khdi ni¢m “autre”, “l'autre” (“khdc”, “nguoi khdc”, “ké
khdc”, “cdi khdc”), mot trong nhing khdi niém co ban nhat cta tur duy (va ciia ca vin
héa) phuong Tdy.

Khéi niém nay ¢ nguon goc rat siu xa.

Trong quan niém Co-doc gido, khdi niém niy tat yéu lién quan dén khdi niém vé
Chiia, Dang Sdng Tao. Chiia, chinh 13 “Nguoi Khic” cao nhat, ty du voi chinh minh,
nhung trong tinh yéu v tan ctia Nguoi, Ngudi da tao ra con nguoi theo hinh anh cta
Ngudi va giong nhw Ngudi, bing ngay viée d6 tao ra Cdi Khic (Altérité-
Alter=khéc).

Trong mot § nghia xuit phit i m{t quan niém su xa va co ban nhu vy, ching
t0i 04 quyét dinh dich cAu phu dé  gip ngay 0 du sich niy “(La sagesse) ou Lutre
de lu philosophie” 1a: *(Minh iét) hay thé tang khc cia Triét hoc”. Ching ti cho
ting chinh tic gia, khi hao sit vé mith tr1et da quan niém ddng nhu vy ¥ 16,
dimg vé phia trit hoc: 6 0ng coi 46 12 mdt the tang khdc cua trit hoe, o6 the tir 46 soi
sdng tr¢'lai cho chinh tiéthoc, ciing hét nhr “Hén Khién cho Tacd y thic Ve ¢Ta”

“The Creation of Adam” (Italian: Creazione di Adamo, 1508-151),
a fresco painting by Italian artist Michelangelo (1475-1564)
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Boi phdi thii nhan rang triet hoc c6 thé d hoi qud dé bang long véi nhimg the
tang (ses autres) cong khai ciia nd: véi cdi thé tang khdc nho ciia nd la khoa nguy
bién, bi béu xdu khd dé dang; hay vdi cdi thé tang khdc lon cia né la khoa than hoc,
ma né L ké tong pham khd ldu. Con minh triét, diegi nhimg ddng vé kin ddo hon, qua
phan tich, 6 ra I mgt thé tang khdc wong nganh hon - cdc lra chon cia nd, ky thiec,
gay phién phiec hon, tinh phan- triét hoc ciia né cay déc hon. Rit ho himg, nd bao ta
rang ¢d thé chang cdn den chan Iy lam gi (chi can si thich ddng la dii roi); tham chi
ching ¢6 gi dé ma ndi vé cdc sit vit cd (boi chinh sit ndi d6 can tro viéc xem xét
ching mét cdch dong déw); va, trirdc hét, chg nén tin ¢ cdc te firong, boi, khong
nhimg chiing dat ta ra xa, ma ¢6 dinh va phip dién héa ti duy, chiing khién cho ti
duy lubn thién vi v tige mat di i khong vieong ban cua tri tué.




1. Xin néi ngay, mot bac minh triét thi vé y. u
“VO y” ¢6 nghia la 6ng gitr khdng dua ra mot tu tudng nao wvu ti€n hon cic tu

tuong khac, gay thiét cho cdc tu twong khac: 6ng khong c¢6 tu tuong dinh sdn trong
dau, dit 1am nguyén ly, dung lam nén tang, hay chi don gian lam khoi diém, dé tr do
suy ra hay chi it, trién khai tu duy cua minh. Nguyén ly, arché': vira la cai bit dau
vira la cdi chi dao, cdi tir d6 tu duy ¢6 thé khoi dau. Khi né da dugc datra roi, moi céi
khac cir theo d6 ma di. Nhung, day chinh la cai bay bac minh triét s¢ cdi phuong
hudng dugc voi chon 4 ay va cdi bd quyén ma né thlet lap nén. Boi tu tuong vira dugc
dua ra di day Ihi cdc tu twong khdc, di sau do co két hop chung lai, hay ding hon né6
da lén lut chan dung chung lai. Bac minh triét s¢ cdi quyén luc sip dit dé cua cdi thir
nhat... Cho nén, céc “tu tuong” ay, Ong sé& giir cho ching cung ¢ trén mot binh dién -
va day chinh la minh triét ctia éng: giir cho chiing deu ¢6 kha nang ngang nhau, déu
c6 thé duge tiép can nhu nhau, khong cai nao do lan 1én trudc ma che khuat mat céi
khéc, phu béng xudng céi khéc, tém lai khong céi nao duge vu tién.

“V6 ¥ ¢6 nghia 12 bac minh triét khong s¢ hiru mét tu twdng nao hét, khong bi

bat cir tr tuong nio cam th. N6i cho chit chia hon, r6 rét hon: ong khong dwra ra tu
tuong nao hét. Nhung, chinh diéu d6, c¢6 thé tranh dugce khong? Lam sao ¢é thé tu







3. D6 la chon lya cua minh trnet (ddi dién véi triét hoc): gitr khong dinh diéu gi
hét, khong dua ra bat ctr diéu gi. Don dién, nghia 12 nhin tir minh triét, triét hoc sinh ra

tir chinh su thién vi khoi nguyén ay. n6 dua ra trudc mot tu tuong, sau d() tu tudng ay

khong netme duoc lay lai, lam cho bién dang di. bién doi di, tir d6 triét hoc khong

con ¢6 thé lam gi khdc hon la sira chira mét quan diém riéng biét bing mét quan diém

riéng biét khdc - mdi nén triét hoc, nhu ta biét, lai phu nhan nén triét hoc trude do.

Tém lai, né khong thé 1am gi khdc hon 1a gap tu duy cua con ngubi theo mdt cach
khéc. Nhung khong bao gio hoan toan thodt ra dugc khoi sy thién vi ma n6 da roi vao
lic khoi dau - khoi céi nép gap ay, hay ding hon, khoi cdi ranh ay, cdi tu tu'ong dau
tién dugce dua ra. Cho nén, do cdi 16i nguyén lai d6, va dé vuot qua cdi 16i ay, vi né
khong thé x6a cdi 16i d6 di dugc, né cir budc phai di tdi mai, phai nghi khac mai: tir
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C. TRIET HOC VG VAN HOA DAN TOC VIET NAM

Ddn tje Vigt Nam song! chét o givka hai khu vire vdn hoa
i co trén day cua nhan logi vi dieu kign dia Iy va lich sif,
dit muon hay khong, bat bue né phai diéu hoa thich wng
vt hoan canh dé ma ton tai. Va né da ton tai cho tii ngay
nay chinh nhir o cdi khd ndng diéu hoa thich wng dy vgy.
Chinh iv ddy ching ta tim thdy cdi cd tink vdn hda ddn tic cia
né. Dit nhuge tiéu vé moi phwong dién, thue té cing nhie
tinh thdn, ma lgi s6m 6 cdi y chi dge lip tw do, khing chju
thua véi dan Chiém Thanh-dai di¢n cho vdn hia An Bj,
cung khong chju sit nhdp vao bdn do Trung Quic nhur

Qudng Dong, Qudng Tay, dan tie Vigt Nam da tim thay lé
sing con cua nd & "TRIET LY THUT HIEN QUAN BINH".




Cdi triét ly quan binh giin dj chdt phde dy da rat pho
bién & dan gian Vigt Nam nhu chiing ta déu thay. Tuy nhién
né khong phdi da lang bo dé budng troi sy song. no doi luon
luon c6 s cb gdng, mot nghi lwe dé thue hign khong phdi

tam thuong. Gdp nhing truomg hop xung dit giva cd nhan
vt dodn thé thi bao giir doan thé ciing thdng vi lé doan thé
bao ham cd nhan. Pay la truomg hop cua Nguyén Trdi v
Nguyén Phi Khanh ¢ Ai Nam Quan "Thoi cde con theo cha khéc
ioc ma lam chi ? Cac con hdy quay vé tra thi nha ng nudr,
av la chi hiéu do.”

Va o truimg hop xung djt giva dqo ly vi try véi nghia
Iy nhdn sinh thi dgo ly vi try phai nhudmg cho nghia ly
nhdn sinh nhu trudmg hgp Tran Thdi Ton bo triéu dinh vao
rirng tim Phgt roi lgi phai tra vé vi tiéng goi cua nhén dén.




Vi tru la mot dai hoa diéit ma song i "song nide chay,
niii mdy bay" la biéu hign mdi tink cia dm diromg tricimg
cutw, Van chirong dién ta cdi chi khi co cdm xic thim tram
hon song nii th khi vin mdi dde bit cam hoa. Nguoi tai
ba 167 lac khing phai o edi tri thie ly thuyét ma phdi ¢6 ddi
dau ting trar mii doi nhur cdy thong khing ngai swomg
tuvet thi moi la nguni thie tai.

Vi truege sau chi ham cdi triét ly song qudn bink cho ddn
tgc va vd tru cho nén tinh than vdn héa Vit Nam dd phoi
hgp mqt edch mau nhigm cing nhu sir sing mau nhi¢m, hai
ddc tinh cua vdn héa An D) vé vdn héa Trung Hoa : Nhdn
sink vd vd try, thire ¢ véi ly twomg, vét véi tim thudng




