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Forward

Budget transparency in Myanmar has steadily increased over the recent years. Starting from the
2015-2016 Fiscal Year, the Union Government transparently makes the budget proposal documents
submitted to the Hluttaw available to public, assumes the transparency efforts in state-owned
economic enterprises and resource extraction, opens up the tender process more than before; and
publishes budget transparency documents and conducts regular consultations on public finance

agenda with civil society organizations, general public and the media.

Along with the Union Government's guiding efforts, the regional and state governments are also
undertaking to ensure budget transparency in their territories, with the leading role of the local
budget departments and the planning department and the supports from other departments in
state and region budgets. In doing so, some regions’ efforts on transparency and public outreach
were also good examples. The Renaissance Institute has been supporting the states and regions’
budget transparency efforts since the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year, and this document is prepared to
uphold these good practices in sustainable fashion and to improve on the underlying weaknesses

in budget transparency and public participation.

Although it is important for systematic and developed budget transparency practices, it is not the
ultimate destination. It is only a process that strengthens democratic governance in which
accountability exists and public participation is encouraged, and public policies and expenditure
decisions reflect the needs and aspirations of the people.: However, only by developing well-
established foundation from the outset can lead to processes that provide the best support for

meaningful efforts and determined objectives.

This document covers the objectives of each budget transparency documents, information to be
provided and opportunities to interact with the public, throughout the budget process.
Recommendations are not only intended for the “Guardians of Purse”, the Budget Department and
Planning Department, but also aimed for the other departments in the state and region budgets
to promote all-inclusive budget transparency and accountability endeavours. Equally
understanding on the objectives of budget transparency; the implications of the standard
approaches will lead to a balanced and robust performance. Although the document concisely
express the important assumptions and information, it will also need to be updated from time to

time, depending on the changed circumstances and the demands of the market and the electorate.

Renaissance Institute
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