
On 14th April, Mr. Nguyen Xuan Thanh, FSPPM 
Senior lecturer had hosted a meeting with US 
Congressional Staff Delegation to Fulbright 
University Vietnam. The Delegation was led by 
Ms. Katie Sutton, Professional Staff Member of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee 
(SASC) and would like to learn more about 
FUV’s work on cyber education initiatives, 
including developing a program aimed at 
advancing defensive cybersecurity in Vietnam 
and the region. 

Dr. Vu Thanh Tu Anh, Dean of FSPPM, was 
invited as a moderator at Ho Chi Minh City 
Economic Forum 2022 (HEF) themed “Digital 
Economy: Driving force for growth and 
development of Ho Chi Minh City” held by the 
People’s Committee of HCMC on 15th April. 
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From the Editorial Board

Highlights

Guest Speakers

Dear cherished friends,

As summer months unfold, Fulbright School of Public Policy and 
Management has been vibrant with an array of academic 
activities inside and outside campus. Apart from theoretical 
analysis from faculty members, FSPPM always strive to expose 
our students to practitioners’ perspectives. Indeed, Fulbright 
School has become a hub of knowledge where innovative flows 
of ideas come across each other. In the quarter, we welcomed 
multitude of guest speakers who are aspiring professionals in 
their respective fields, come and share with our students their 
expertise on diverse topics ranging from cryptocurrencies, 
fintech to public governance for urban development projects. 

Furthermore, we have reached remarkable milestones on our 
outreach projects. Most notably, the Natural Capital Management 
Project (NCMP) has successfully organized its first field trip with 
donors and important stakeholders. NCMP researchers have 
toured prominent localities in Mekong River Delta, met with local 
leaders, business leaders, and farmers, listening to stories during 
their struggle with climate change. The trip has provided 
first-hand input for researchers to shape their inquiries to address 
grand challenges in the region. 

More interesting academic activities and events can be found in 
the issue. Please read along and share the newsletter with your 
friends, colleagues, or anyone of interest!

Sincerely yours, 

Outreach

Commencement Ceremony for MPP2022

The recruitment campaign of new cohort MPP2024 continues 
with Information Day and Demo Classes in HCMC & Hanoi 

As part of the Financial Analysis course, in April, two guest 
speakers were invited to talk with MPP22 students in 
following topics:

On 7 Apr, Mr. Nguyen Quoc Toan – Co-founder, Chairman 
cum CEO of EQuest Group, gave a lecture on Mergers, 
Acquisitions, and Corporate Restructurings in Education 
in Vietnam. Through his talk, the speaker shared about 
some restructuring experiences on cutting costs, 
generating revenue, and the important as well as 
necessary skills in decisions making.

On 8 Apr, Mr. Nguyen Anh Tuan – Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of TRAPHACO, was invited to share 
his expert opinions on State Capital Management and 
State-owned enterprise Restructuring through the case 
study of TRAPHACO’s restructuring. In his talk, Mr. Tuan 
described process of implementing the restructuring is 
based on legal and practical principles, as well as 
shareholders’ expectations. Also, the speaker 
emphasized the needs in planning the budget close to 
reality, and in issuing functions and tasks of departments 
and units according to the new model.

At the invitation of Dr. Vu Thanh Tu Anh, lecturer of Public 
Management, two guest speakers had sharing with MPP23 
students on following topics:

On 14 Apr, Dr. Nguyen Si Dung, former Deputy Chairman 
of the Office of Vietnam National Assembly, was invited 
to talk as a guest speaker with MPP23-LM students and 
faculty on “Politics, Institutions and Culture: The long 
march in reforming Public Management and Public 
Administration in Vietnam”

On 9 May, Mr. Nguyen Duong Anh – Vice Director of 
Thua Thien Hue Center for Information and Technology, 
gave his talk about the experience in digital 
transformation at Thua Thien Hue province.

Mr. Nguyen Xuan Thanh, lecturer of Leadership in the public 
sector course has invited the two speakers from Public and 
Private sector to share about their leadership experiences in 
their working sectors:

On 24 May, Economist Le Dang Doanh, former head of 
the Central Institute for Economic Management, talked 
about the difficulties and challenges in the stage of 
drafting and presenting the Business Law 1999 for 
approval as well as the way to put the policy into 
implementation.

On 25 May, Mr. Nguyen Quoc Ky, Chairman of Vietravel 
Holdings, discussed with the class his leadership role 
throughout each stage of Vietravel’s development.

In the Introduction to Data Science course, on 8 Apr, Mr. 
Trinh Ngoc Minh - Chief of Technology Development Officer 
- HPT Vietnam Corporation, shared about Cyber Security. 
This session is an introductory one to a world between 
attacker & defender, where the attacker success means to 
find out one way to penetrate into a network and the 
defender accomplishment means to block all ways into this 
network. Slide-by-slide, the lecture goes through the logic of 
both sides when they try to achieve their goals, how AL/LM 
and Software Development assist them on their way. Further, 
students have a chance to learn more about new kinds of 
thinking – “zero-trust”, which could be applied to both their 
business and living. It’s a tool, a framework, and a strategy for 
proceeding cyber security procedures 

Under the curriculum of Comparative Public Policy course, 
two inviting lecturers had lectured sessions:

On 22 May, David Dapice - Senior Economist, Vietnam 
and Myanmar Program, Harvard Kennedy School, 
conducted lecturing on (i) The history of development 
thinking and policy (ii) The development strategies of 
successful Asian countries, and (iii) Import substitution 
industrialization with export-oriented industrialization.

On 28 May, Yooil Bae - Assistant Professor, Department 
of Public Administration, Dong-A University, delivered (i) 
The distinctive geopolitical condition around Korean 
peninsula, (ii) Korea’s foreign policy as well as Korea’s 
strategies for economic development, and (iii) 
Implementations for Vietnam’s development.

In Development Finance course, with the participation of 
guest lecturers from academy, private enterprise and 
government body, FSPPM students could listen to a wide 
range of perspectives on development finance: 

On 23&26 May, Dr. Ho Quoc Tuan – Senior Lecturer in 
Accounting and Finance at University of Bristol, 
England, delivered lectures on (i) Fintech Ecosystem 
and new financial products, and (ii) Blockchain and 
Cryptocurrency.

On 29 May, Dr. Le Hong Giang – Director Investment 
Strategies, Tactical Global Management Fund 
(Brisbane, Australia) shared about Central Bank’s 
function of digital currencies.

On 29 May, Mr. Doan Thai Son, Deputy Governor of the 
State Bank of Vietnam, gave a talk on Financial 
Regulations and Supervision in the new context

Natural Capital Management (NCM)

From May 29 to June 4: The team project carried on a Field 
trip and consultative workshop to the Mekong Delta. The 
project's stakeholder consultation workshop brought 
together many representatives from the state management 
sector, the production sector (enterprises and farmer 
households), as well as relevant research units. There are 
many challenges mentioned when talking about climate 
change in the Mekong Delta, both from the research scholar's 
point of view as well as from the perspective of state 
management agencies and producers, such as the reduction 
of freshwater availability, the loss of normality of water flow 
and flood season of the Mekong River, unseasonal rains, sea 
level rise, land subsidence, river bank erosion, saltwater 
intrusion, reduction of sand extraction, dike problems, flood 
control sluices prevent salinity, besides other production 
consequences such as the abuse of fertilizers/plant 
protection drugs, water pollution. 

Some potential research ideas following the field trip: (1) As 
climate change becomes more and more severe, farmers are 
exposed to more and more risks. Therefore, an insurance that 
helps reduce risks for farmers may be an option to consider; 
(2) Assess the market power of farmers thereby determining 
the effectiveness of the intermediary model (traders, 
cooperatives, cooperatives associated with businesses) and 
propose solutions to improve the market power of farmers; (3) 
The potential of microfinance in the Mekong Delta to provide 
capital to do business; (4) Migration status and workers in the 
agro-forestry-fishery sector, with massive re-migration, plus 
the near-exploitation and near-exhaustion of working time at 
the factory, what will be the impact on the social security in 
the MRD?

Research

In this quarter, Dr. Le Viet Phu has completed two chapters for Fulbright-VCCI Annual Report, including: one chapter on Agricultural 
Transformation and one completed chapter on Energy transition and the opportunity for the Mekong River Delta.

During this quarter, 3 publications conducted by Dr. Tran Anh Thong, FSPPM Research Fellow:

Last but not least, Dr. Le Viet Phu , FSPPM Lecturer and his 
co-author (David Dapice, Le Thai Ha), published an chapter 
on Handbook of Energy and Environmental Security about 
“Phase change: getting to a sustainable energy future in 
Vietnam” page 109-125 

In addition to traditional communication activities, a series of in-person 
activities have also been planned and implemented in the second quarter, 
including: policy seminars at the Fulbright School, policy talks in provinces, 
meetings with representatives of the People's Committees of the provinces 
where the seminar is held to introduce the program, online and in-person 
scholarship consultation sessions are also held regularly on weekends. In 
particular, the policy talks in provinces such as HCMC, Can Tho, Da Nang, 
Nha Trang attracted more than 200 attendees, including potential 
candidates who are interested in the MPP program: 

Three MPP23-PA students – Le Minh Nhut, Nguyen Vu Khanh Minh 
and Nguyen Vo Hoang Trinh have been chosen as the recipient of 
the Community Change-maker Scholarship for the 2021-2022 
academic year with the scholarship award of VND 50,000,000 
granted by Temasek - a global investment company headquartered 
in Singapore. The aim of this scholarship is serving Vietnam society 
and contributing to betterment of the broader community and 
selection criteria were based on both the merit of the applicants 
and the strength of their project proposal. 

“Transformation of rural landscapes in the Vietnamese 
Mekong Delta from 1990 to 2019: A spatio-temporal 
analysis” (co-author with Nguyen, H., Trung, T. H., Phan, D. 
C., Thi Hai Ly, N., Nasahara, K. N., Prishchepov, A. V. and 
Hölzel, N.), Geocarto International, 1-23.

“Responding to transboundary water challenges in the 
Vietnamese Mekong Delta: In search of institutional fit”, 
(co-author Tortajada, C.) Environmental Policy and 
Governance, 1-17. DOI: 10.1002/eet.1980. 

An Op-ed article in East Asia Forum on “The Mekong 
delta's transboundary water problems”, available at 

VINIF 

In Q2/2022 the project team has continued the analysis of 
travel patterns of households in HCMC. In particular, the 
analysis aims to (i) cluster HCMC households based on their 
travel diary on a representative day and (ii) identify the 
demographic attributes most characterizing households in the 
same cluster. The analysis methodology combines 
unsupervised and supervised machine learning techniques 
that is novel in the research area of transportation science. The 
outcome of this exercise allows for a more methodologically 
sound approach to scaling of the information in a household 
travel survey for estimating of the travel demand of the whole 
population.

FSPPM has provided local government with outreach programs to develop research, training, consulting and partnership activities. 
In this quarter, FSPPM’s outreach team continues putting effort into important research projects, below are key project’s activities in 
Quarter 2/2022:

New and Updates

Upcoming events

Policy Dialogues and Conferences 

Alumni & Student Activities 

Admission & Recruitment 

The quarter is also highlighted by the 
series of MPP22 thesis defenses. 56 
students in both PA and LM concentration 
have successfully defended their master 
theses and qualified for graduation in 
2022. The commencement ceremony is 
expected to be organized in the first week 
of August. 

The most highlighted event in this quarter was Executive 
Program on legal and financial aspects of public-private 
partnerships (PPP) in infrastructure. This new PPP course 
was conducted in 24-26 June 2022 opened for public 
registration. The Course has equipped participants with 
knowledge and skills in legal and financial aspects so that 
they can analyze, then assess the problems in the 
implementation of PPP. The faculty members along with 
the diversity of 29 participants from different working 
sectors have brought a wide range of perspectives of PPP 
via case studies approach.

In this quarter, Academic Seminar jointly organized by FSPPM and World Bank to present the 2022 Vietnam Poverty & Equity 
Assessment report – From the Last Mile to the Next Mile. The first part is the discussion about recent poverty and inequality trends 
throughout the last decade as well as impacts from COVID-19, as well as remaining Last Mile chronic challenges to poverty reduction. 
In addition, Vietnam’s aspirations to reach high-income status by 2045 requires higher productivity and achievements to build a 
prosperous middle-class. The second part to discuss the Next Mile, which is the road to upper-middle and high-income standards of 
living. In particular, continuing improvements in higher education and human resources development will be critical for Vietnam’s 
growth trajectory to high-income status. 

On 25-27th May, Dr. Le Viet Phu, FSPPM 
Lecturer, participated in a training course on 
competitive power market in Hanoi. The 
training course is structured in 3 days, covering 
the contents from basic to advanced, from 
micro to macro, from regulations to actual 
operation, ensuring to provide useful 
knowledge for  trainees to improve their 
capacity in management, operation and 
participation in the retail electricity market in 
Vietnam, as well as understand the overall 
picture of the competitive electricity market in 
Vietnam as well as its orientations, future 
development plans. 

Assoc. Prof. Pham Duy Nghia on 26th May 
attended the Meeting of Supreme Court 
advisors on case law and contribute to the 
selection of case law in commercial disputes.

On 5th June, at the high-level dialogue of 
the 4th Vietnam Economic Forum themed 
“Building up a resilient, independent and 
deeply integrated economy in the new 
landscape” that organized by the Central 
Economic Committee, Dr. Vu Thanh Tu 
Anh, Dean of FSPPM, delivered his remarks 
on the challenges for Vietnam’s economy 
in 2022 due to the influence of the global 
economic downturn. This workshop is a 
high-level dialogue with the participation of 
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, senior 
officials, economic experts form Asian 
Development Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund and local institutions.

www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/04/30/the-meko
ng-deltas-transboundary-water-problems 

www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780
128240847000242 

6th May & 1st June: Policy Talk in Ho Chi Minh 
and Can Tho with the topic: “Mekong Delta – 
Challenges and Potentials” presented by Dr. Vu 
Thanh Tu Anh.

14th & 18th  June: Policy talk in Da Nang & Nha 
Trang with the topic: “Vietnam's macroeconomics 
under the impact of global fluctuations” 
presented by Lecturer Nguyen Xuan Thanh. 

A Meet & Mingle event themed “Fulbrighters’ Meet and Mingle: A 
kaleidoscopic view of Public Policy”, jointly organized by 
President’s Office, FSPPM Academic Affairs, FSA team, and 
Career Development team. During the panel discussion, guest 
speakers who are thriving FSA members shared with younger 
audience their insights on life, career and academic experiences 
at Fulbright. 
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